
City of Frankenmuth
Planning Commission

October 25, 2022
Meeting Minutes

Present: Ross, Blegen, Polomsky, Zeilinger, Meyer and Nuechterlein
Absent: Howe and Kaczynski
Also Present: City Manager Smith, City Planner Kraushar and 11 members of the Public

Call to Order
Chairman Polomsky called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Approval of Agenda
The agenda was approved with the addition of an update on the Dehmel Road rental and
discussion of Commissioner appointments under correspondence. Motioned by Nuechterlein,
seconded by Blegen. Unanimously carried.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the September 27 meeting were approved with the following corrections:
Commissioner Ross was absent, the street name of East Tuscola should follow the address 310
each time it was mentioned, correction to the spelling of Commissioner Nuechterlein’s name,
and the removal of a duplicated motion made by Commissioner Meyer. Motioned by Meyer,
seconded by Nuechterlein. Unanimously carried.

Recognition of Guests and Public Comment
Chairman Polomsky recognized 11 guests.

New Business
1. Site Plan Review of former Lager Mill

Al Zehnder of Zehnders briefly introduced his design team for the Mill project and went
over the basic details of the renovation and addition. There were to be four bedrooms,
three on the first floor with the leftmost room serving as handicap accessible, and the
fourth bedroom on the third floor. The basement would serve as a bar and laundry space,
with the bar being able to accommodate light restaurant and drinking functions. The
extent to which the bar will be open to the public is still under discussion. Commissioners
questioned how much of the original building would remain, and how HVAC equipment
would be concealed. The applicant explained that while the original signage and much of
the facade will be removed, a majority of the original flooring and structural support
would remain. HVAC equipment would be concealed by the sides and roof of the
addition. The design team emphasized the snowmelt system that was on the proposed



pavers along the Mill’s entrance, and the new placement of the pedestrian crossing that
allowed for safer walkability. City Manager Smith gave a brief history of the relationship
between the Mill and the Army Corp. of Engineers, and why that relationship is affecting
the development of the property presently. Due to the aforementioned relationship, the
applicant appeared before the commission to seek conceptual approval of the plans in
order to move forward with the project design. Commissioner Nuechterlein motioned to
conceptually approve the site plans with the conditions mentioned in the October 20,
2022 staff report, including final landscaping plans, and plans noting access to the levee.
Zeilinger seconded. Unanimously carried.

2. Site Plan Review of Christmas Experience
Chamber representatives Wilder and Snook presented two components of the “Christmas
Experience” hosted by the Chamber. Wilder detailed the differences of the Christmas tree
setup from last year to the proposed plans. The bleachers were removed and there would
be tighter security around the base of the tree to prevent members of the public adjusting
the sound. Due to sound complaints from last year the chamber plans on reducing the
volume between the new year and snowfest, when most of the complaints were made.
Snook detailed the differences between the ice rink from last year to the proposed plans.
The rink will shift 60 feet south, and the covered area where people put on their skates
will be a metallic structure that would qualify for a building permit compared to the
fabric tent from the previous year. The propane tanks to heat the skatehouse will be
shielded by blue and white barriers provided by riverplace. The Commissioners
questioned the lighting, parking and signage for the rink. Wilder detailed the trees around
the park are “super wrapped” and there would be lights across the rink and in the skate
house with potential lighting along the barriers for safety. Parking would remain the same
as last year with guests using the Zehnder lot. Signage would also remain the same, and
follows the zoning code of permitted signage per area with the elimination of the
Frankenmuth branded advertisements. Polomsky motioned to approve the plans
contingent on council approval of extending the noise exemption for the tree and rink, a
building permit for the structure, and closer inspection of barriers to shield the propane
tank. Nuechterlein seconded. Unanimously carried.

Correspondence
1. Master Plan Survey

Smith shared a rough draft of the Master Plan survey the Economic Development
Corporation had been working on. Smith encouraged the Commission to look over the
survey and add or omit any questions deemed necessary or offer edits to the existing
questions. The final survey is expected to be sent out at the end of November.

2. Dehmel Rental Update
Smith provided an update on the legal course taken against the short term rental operating
in error on Dehmel. The owner of the property recently listed the property for sale and



applied for a short term rental permit within the allowable boundaries of the City. The
earliest the owner would appear before the Commission would be in November.

3. Commissioner Appointments
Smith discussed the need to fill Carl Schoenow’s vacated position on the Planning
Commission. Commissioner Nuechterlein asked what the age limit would be set at to
which Smith clarified the youngest a candidate could be is 24. Smith encouraged the
commission to think of potential candidates for the position in the coming months.

Adjournment
With no further discussion or business, Chairman Polomsly adjourned the meeting at 8:40pm.

Respectfully submitted
__________________
Recording Secretary
Emily Kraushar


